














EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

ark Leop had spent his

career working jobs that

left him empty at the
end of the day. He worked hard
but never seemed to make a
difference. He prayed to God for
a change.

One day in 2011, Mark walked
into a church in Cebu. When he
walked out he was on a path of
‘change’' that he could never
have imagined.

He met a young woman in the
church that day who was to
become the love of his life, Jerley
Salgo, who introduced him to
Children's Shelter of Cebu.

The two would begin a life
in ministry that would allow
them to deepen their faith
and share it with others.

This year the couple rejoices
in the birth of their first child,
celebrates their fourth wedding
anniversary, and continues to
delight in the work of caring
for the children at CSC. Their
deep faith in God and their
contribution to CSC inspires
coworkers, strengthens the
ministry, and enriches the lives
of children who call the

shelter home.

“Mark and JK's (Jerley's) family
life and service at CSC exemplify
the love of Christ in so many
powerful ways,' says

MARK & JERLEY LEOP

CscC Executive
Director Roberto Atienza. As
CSC's Facilities Director, Mark
says he wants his work in
managing and operating the
shelter's buildings, equipment,
and vehicles to make a
cumulative impact that brings a
sense of safety and security to
the children who live there.

"] want to make sure that
the physical environment
that we maintain and
improve would reflect the
warmth and love that (the

children) deserve..."
Mark Leop, CSC Facilities
Director

“I want the children to realize
that they are loved by God so
deeply through the works that
we do for them," says Mark.
"I work to make sure that the
physical environment that
we maintain and improve will
reflect the warmth and love they
deserve and that their spirits
would be uplifted by that."”

Jerley, whose father is Jerry
Salgo, who served as CSC's
Facilities Director and is now
Operations Director for nearly
28 years, says her dad's work
ethic inspires her. While she
enjoys working alongside her
husband and father, she says

that the family sets and adheres
to clear home/work boundaries,
keeping their private family and
shared work lives separate.

She sees her work as Home Life
Associate as a "privilege." Her
job is to manage schedules of
the home care workers and
support the Home Life Director,
Jinkee Reasoner, in making
sure that residents have the
supplies they need to thrive.
The highlight of her work days
is talking, laughing, playing, and
praying with the children. Her
work, she says, is an act of love.

“Through my efforts, | hope
one day when they look back
at CSC, they'll remember all
the wonderful things they got
to experience living in the
shelter,' says Jerley. "Despite
their circumstances, | hope that
they felt love, security, provided
for, and most importantly, heard
without any discrimination."

Jerley herself has happy
childhood memories of CSC
when she visited her father
at work. Knowing that their
daughter, Eliana Zahari, born
February 25, will grow up
spending time on the beautiful
campus and with the loving,
Christ-centered staff members,
is pleasing to Mark and Jerley.

The couple says that

being partners in life and
coworkers at CSC can be
challenging at times; the
result has been a blessing,

a harmony, a contentment
they could not have known
was possible that day at the

church in Cebu.

“I want us to grow together in
our faith in Christ so that we can
teach Eliana about Jesus so she,
too, can be a beacon of hope to
the future generation,”

says Jerley. =



from the Deskof ROBERTO ATIENZA

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

""Pasya" - decision/choice (Tagalog)

he work we do at CSC

involves countless

decisions. Some are easy;
others, not so.

There are the regular decisions
that are as constant and
consistent as the sunrise. Home
Life, with the help of a local
nutritionist, select the monthly
menus for the homes. Day after
day, week after week, meals are
planned and dishes are chosen

Deeper choices with equally
deep consequences are also
part of serving at CSC. When
a new child is referred to the
Shelter, we choose which of
CSC's four homes to place
them in with utmost care and
consideration. We (home life,
social workers, our Program
Director, and |) make this
decision based on the dynamics
in each home; the personalities,

with the teens or just sit at the
picnic tables and watch? Which
contractor should we choose to
work on the exterior of the new
building? What agencies should
| visit next week to maintain our
local partnerships? What pair of
shoes does this kid want as a
gift this year?

But one decision is easy. It is the
one that CSC has made from the
very beginning and one that it

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

so that our children remain
healthy. House parents, of
course, add their own flair to the
daily meals and snacks. While
sticking to the nutritionist's
guidelines, their choices ensure
that they are serving up food
they know the kids will love.

To donate visit
cebushelter.org

2 Corinthians 9:7

relationships, and bonds that
have already been formed. We
think and pray about which of
the homes are best suited to be
the family for the newly arrived
child while we wait, pray, and
work for the next step that God
has planned for them.

Choices are constantly being
made; decisions that are big
and small. Which high school
should we send this child to
next year? Should | wear running
shoes today and play basketball

will always make for as long as
it exists. And that decision is to
love every single child that God
brings to our gates. It is not a
love given reluctantly or out of
compulsion. It is love shared out
of the overflow of our hearts.
Thank you for helping us to
share love!

fot

Roberto Atienza

Executive Director
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NEWS FROM CEBU is published three times
annually by Children's Shelter of Cebu, a nonprofit,
Christian organization dedicated to providing

for the needs of homeless children in Cebu,

Philippines.

Cebu Address:
Box 178, Cebu City
6000 Philippines

Cebu Children's Shelter Society of Canada:
P.O. Box 141
Abbotsford, BC V2T 675

FORMER RESIDENTS & ADOPTIVE FAMILIES OF ALL AGES, PLEASE PLAN TO JOIN US FOR

CHILDREN'S
SHELTER OF
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SAT, SEPT 13 | 4:00PM

At the Community Room & Patio of the Anderson Center
Bethel University | 2 Pine Tree Drive, Arden Hills, MN

The event is free, just bring your family and your appetite. We look forward to
celebrating YOU and giving thanks, together, for all that God has done at CSC.

Watch for a formal invitation in early summer. If you have questions, please email
usoffice@cebushelter.org or call 651-493-1551



